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Foreword

THIS is the third collection of my essays that I have had the immodesty
to compile over the past 20 years. My dubious assumption has been that
their collection and publication in book-form had some merit and that
the books would find an appreciative readership. That we still have a
few hundred unsold copies of the first two anthologies in storage should
have deterred the production of a third, but obviously it hasn’t. 'm one
of those writers who is satisfied if his scribblings reach only a few dis-
cerning readers —and this time we aren’t publishing as many copies.

Most of the essays in The Right is Wrong and The Left is Right — like
those in the two previous books — were first published in the ccpra’s
monthly journal, The ccra Monitor. They appeared in the issues of
The Monitor that have come out since 1999. Like the first two collec-
tions, they focus on the economic, social, political, and environmental
devastation caused by excessive corporate power, and the efforts of
progressive groups and individuals to end corporate rule and build a
better world.

This is the struggle that “civil society” has been engaged in for a long
time, and especially since the spread of neoliberalism and “free trade”
around the globe. The ccPpA is not an activist organization itself, but it
does the research that underpins many of the campaigns against cor-
porate wrongdoing. As editor of The ccra Monitor, my job is to popu-
larize, summarize, and promote the results of the research conducted
by our gifted and dedicated researchers and research associates. Most



of the columns and editorials I write are inspired by their investigative
achievements.

One of the reasons I decided to compile this third batch of my pieces
is because our collective efforts to topple corporate rule are now show-
ing positive results. In the first two books, I had difficulty mustering
much optimism. Challenging the awesome power of business giants
that spanned the globe, along with their political, academic, and media
acolytes, was a formidable undertaking. The obstacles at times seemed
insurmountable. My dismay was perhaps evident to some extent in
essays that reflected more choler than confidence, more frustration
than uplift, more heat than light.

Over the past seven years or so, however, we have been making
headway on several fronts. The main pillars of corporate globaliza-
tion — the World Bank, the iMF, and the wToO — are starting to crum-
ble. Opposition to privatization and deregulation, the chief tenets of
neoliberalism, is rising. Awareness of the social and economic ineq-
uities spawned by corporate rule — especially poverty and homeless-
ness — is spreading. Environmentalists have succeeded in exposing the
link between industrial pollution and global warming. Public tolerance
of the widening gap between the rich and the rest of us is fading.

It’s far too early, of course, to hail victory in the struggle for social
justice. That celebration is still many years, even decades, in the future.
But we can take a great deal of encouragement from the battles pro-
gressives in Canada and around the world have effectively waged so far
in the new century. Some of that hope and elation and pride suffuse
many of the essays in this book. Apart from some minor editing, I've
retained the original wording, even though the passage of time has in
some cases impaired the relevance; but a surprisingly large majority of
the pieces retain their pertinence and topicality. Theyre not placed in
chronological order, but in groupings that reflect their commonality
and interconnection. The writings on health care, for example, are all
in one section, as are the ones on corporate rule, on communications,
on poverty and inequality, and so on.

I've tried to remain editorially positive. Believing as I do that it’s not
enough to berate the misdeeds of our right-wing opponents, I also offer



what I hope are useful suggestions for countering them and devising
fair and viable alternatives.

Perhaps a few of my ideas may even inspire some activists or provide
them with ammunition in their front-line skirmishes. If so, that alone
will justify their publication.

a A A
My thanks to all my colleagues at the ccpa for their support and col-
laboration. I should again make it clear, however, that they do not neces-
sarily agree with all my arguments and opinions, and that responsibility
for the views expressed in this book is mine alone. %



